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3. The necessary order of presentation is constantly ignored. The 
author suggests that work in formal grammar should begin with the 
fourth year. He insists that during this year the pupil should be taught 
that every sentence must express a complete thought. "There must 
be something spoken about, and we must tell something about it." 
Then he hastens to add: "The separation of the sentence into these 
two parts of logical subject and logical predicate is not to be attempted 
in this grade." But if the pupil actually understands this work he must 
have a feeling for subject and predicate. If he recognizes the "some- 
thing spoken about" and the "something said about it" he knows sub- 
ject and predicate. If he does not recognize them, the only way to 
develop the power to do so is to teach subject and predicate. But 
according to the plan that must wait until the next year. 

Definitions of the parts of speech are to be developed in the first 
half of the sixth year. It would seem that the only way to develop a 
definition for the noun, for instance, is to find the forms it takes and the 
functions it performs. One of the functions of the noun is to stand as 
head word in the prepositional phrase. But, according to the plan 
outlined, the phrase is not to be presented until the second half of the 
sixth grade. It is to be supposed that among the parts of speech defined 
in the first half of the sixth grade is the preposition. But the preposi- 
tion can be defined only after a study of its use in the phrase, which is 
taken up later. 

If this is the method of teaching grammar in vogue in the schools, 
it is no wonder that those of us who try to teach English to college 
students find them ignorant of the simplest facts of sentence structure. 
Rather than have the minds of the pupils so confused and filled with 
false definitions, one would prefer that the subject of grammar be entirely 
omitted from the school program. It is very much to be desired that 
some school system give someone who knows grammar the time to make 
a careful study of the content of the work, the order of presentation, 
and the most effective technique. 

V. c. c. 
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